
Défi Azimut - Lorient Agglomération 2024
Sam Goodchild, born to run !

© Jean-Marie Liot

Following an epic cavalcade in the Courreaux de Groix off Lorient,
ultimately it was VULNERABLE - Sam Goodchild, which took the crown in
the grand finale by posting the fastest Run of this Défi Azimut - Lorient
Agglomération 2024 yesterday. In what proved to be a blisteringly quick
session, despite some fairly fluky conditions, the skippers had to combine
opportunism and high-performance. We reveal all on this breathtaking
wednesday afternoon of action!
 
“The speed runs are great fun, even though we always find that it’s over far too
quickly!” enthused Romain Attanasio (Fortinet - Best Western), before docking out
this morning, happy to be part of pool B with the wind set to “pick up a notch over
the course of the afternoon”. And so it panned out, after the first runs from pool A,
which saw some especially stellar performances from Charal (Jérémie Beyou),
VULNERABLE - Sam Goodchild and Team Guyot Environnement Water Family
(Benjamin Dutreux), the wind filling in and the pace accelerating on the 1.2-mile
leg set beam onto the wind between the Pointe du Talud and Port Lay (Ile de
Groix)… 
 



In these ideal, medium conditions, the deficits in speed were substantial, the
daggerboard boats only about half as quick. Having to content themselves with
the classic Archimedean speeds as they made for the line, they were able to reap
the benefits of the fabulous spectacle out on the racetrack, a fact highlighted by
the very fair-play Manu Cousin (Coup de Pouce), who was thrilled to be able to
“share the showdown of foilers powered up at Mach 1000 with (his) two guests”.
He was also thrilled to have posted the joint best time among the daggerboard
boats alongside Lazare. Shortly before 15:00 hours local time, it was Charlie
Dalin on Macif Santé Prévoyance who won pool A after his second run, which saw
him post a peak speed in excess of 23 knots.
 
ROCK ’ N RUN
Some beautiful sunny spells in the early afternoon gradually gave way to grey
skies and with 17 to 20 knots of breeze on choppy seas, the tempo increased
considerably out on the racetrack, which was stirred up by a succession of very
excited crews. Nicely powered up, Initiatives Cœur (Samantha Davies) excelled
at this little game to post the best time thanks to her excellent stability in flight
mode. Adopting another style, MACSF (Isabelle Joschke) reared up very high
over the water and, defying the weight of her seventeen years, she was very
much in a position to share the spotlight with the younger top performers.
However, to really make the cut yesterday it was important to combine
opportunism with making the most of the breeze because at around 16:00 hours,
the sun once again pierced through the clouds and the wind eased right off,
cooling everyone’s frenetic pace. Race results: Initiatives Cœur (Sam Davies),
VULNERABLE - Thomas Ruyant, MACSF (Isabelle Joschke) tied with Paprec
Arkéa (Yoann Richomme), qualified for the grand finale.
 
A CLEAR  WINNER
With the wind at 310°, forcing the Race Committee to set a new course, the eight
finalists had a chance for a breather before approaching the starting line, which
reopened at 16:40 hours. After an aborted attempt at the record by Charal,
VULNERABLE - Sam Goodchild’s opening run in a slight squall won the day,
proving that you can never take anything for granted in this IMOCA class.
Yesterday’s verdict also proved that this 2019 generation of Verdier design, with
her very refined lines, remains fantastic on flat seas! Moreover, it is the first time
since 2018 that a latest generation boat has not won the Runs Azimut
competition! 
 
Trailing by the slimmest of margins, Macif Santé Prévoyance and Charal
complete the podium.
 
RANKING: 
1- VULNERABLE - Sam Goodchild: 02’13
2- MACIF SANTÉ PRÉVOYANCE (Charlie Dalin): 02’31
3- CHARAL (Jérémie Beyou): 02’42
4- VULNERABLE - Thomas Ruyant: 02’49



5- INITIATIVES COEUR (Sam Davies): 02’56
6- PAPREC ARKÉA (Yoann Richomme): 03’02
7- TEAM GUYOT ENVIRONNEMENT - WATER FAMILY (Benjamin Dutreux):
03’08

PHOTOS AND VIDEOS SERVER

https://imoca.photoshelter.com/galleries/C0000sina.K_Wj9E/2024-DEFI-AZIMUT-LORIENT-AGGLOMERATION-2024


FOLLOW THE 48H AZIMUT
 

TRACKER 
defi-azimut.geovoile.com/2024/viewer/?lg=en

 

SKIPPERS 2024
 

PROGRAMM 2024 
 

Monday September 9, 2024
Arrival of boats at the port of Lorient La Base

 
Tuesday September 10, 2024
OPENING AND CONFERENCES

Conference at the Cité de la Voile Eric Tabarly

Wesdnesday September 11, 2024
AZIMUT RUNS (crew)

Thursday September 12, 2024
AZIMUT 48 HOURS (solo)

 
Friday September 13, 2024

WORKSHOPS 
Round tables organized by Bretagne Sailing Valley, 

Brittany Development Innovation & Lorient Technopole
 

Saturday September 14, 2024
RETURN AZIMUT 48 HOURS 

10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.: Boat arrivals 
7:00 p.m.: Azimut 48 hours Award Ceremony & Crew Evening on invitation

 
Sunday September 15, 2024

TOUR DE GROIX AZIMUT & PRIZE CEREMONY 
11:00 a.m.: Departure from the IMOCA port 

12:30 p.m.: Start of the Tour de Groix Azimut 
5:30 p.m.: Award Ceremony on the docks of Lorient - La Base 

https://defi-azimut.geovoile.com/2024/viewer/?lg=en
https://www.defi-azimut.net/mediacenter/uploads/liste-des-inscrits-defi-azimut-20244.pdf
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